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1. The efforts of the Soviete 1o raise t'e standard of living do not curb the
desire of Lithuanians for freedom, The constant fear of arrest or deporta-
tion and the generzl feeling of insscuritycounteract all these Soviet
efforts. The following factors havs largely(ontributed to the strong anti-
Soviet feelings of the Lithuanians:

a., In 1944, after their second oceuapation of Lithuania, the Soviets started
mass arrests and deportations which were continued once or twice each
year until 1943,

b, Lithuanians can see easily for themseclves that Soviet propaganda simply
does not correspond with the trath, In their official propapsnda, the
Soviets boast about their greit achievemente in economie ‘47, about Lhe
building of new fzctories and raising of the standard of living. Fowever,
the Lithuanians enjoyed a better standard of living during their
independence and still remember it. The hollowness of many Jowict
claims is readily demonstrated when a factory reportedly completed is
still not functioning.,

¢. The certainty on the part of Lithuanians that the conflict between the
tast and Yest can only be solved by war upholds their morale and
strengthens their patriotiec and anti-Soviet feelings, To Lithuanians,
war means liberation and freedom, Their attitude might change if an
agreement, between the Fast and “est was in the offing or if they couid
see no hope of future liberation, In 1947, for example, there was a
feeling in Lithuania that things might remain as they were indefinitely;
hence, the Lithuanians tried to accommodate themselves to the Soviet
regime, OSince then their outlook has changed.
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d. The famlly remains the stronghold of Lithuanian life, It is the
family, not the school, which has the greater influence on thg new
generation., Spying by chiidren upon their parents and denouacing
them to the authorities is still wiknown: in Lithusnia. However,
even the schools have not been able to Sovietize sufficiently.

The teachers are still the same Lithusnians and the children know
quite well that one thing is spoken while another is thought or
felt, and they act accordingly. The peopls, inecluding the teachers,
have learned to disguise their true feelings, and the pupils know
and understand this,

e, The fact that meny of the higher posts ars occupied by Soviets
proves claarly Lo the poople thab the Lithuaniam Soviet Republie
is weroly ficticr amd that, in reality, the country is occupied. i
& foreign pawer,

£o Tho comstant sensc of fear arnd insecurily caused by the Soviet
regime has a deborring effect on the mnber of persons joinming
‘the Commurist ranks,

Une of tho greutest aids to e Soviet cause, as the Iithwanians see

it, s thelr quasi-"sponsaring® of national culture, education, exe
ploitation of nationdl foolivg , orpanization and sponsaring of naticnal
theaters, choirs, arts; and music,

A desire for freedom, and the expectation of another war are the thoughts
uppermost in the minds of the people. They would be willing to pay any
price just to be free, including another militery devastation of their
country.

Events in Korea aroused great hope in the begimming, They were expected
to develop into a third World War. President Truman's resvltant speach
was discussed. However , the peorle were bewildered when the Americzns -
started to retreat, Therein lies a very great danger. If wap should
break out suddenly and thers be no guidanee from abroad and no established
covtacts, spontanecus uprisings are very likely to take vlace with all
the inevitable consequences,asuch as premature destruction by the Soviet
Army of the national forces and irntermal strife caused by partisans in
which completely innccent people mizhi suffer,

Relationghip with Soviets

Apart from opposition to the Soviet system, there is also very strong
resentment of the many Soviets living in Lithuania, particularly admin.
istretion officials, factory managers, and factory workers {especially
women), who represent a privilaged, well-to-do class, The Soviets do
not, as a rule, trust any Lithuaniene or sympathize with them, They are
entirely pro-Soviet., A few Lithuanisn girls have married Soviets,
uswally officers, who deserted them when tranaferred to other posts,
However, Lithuanian men never marry Soviets.
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Attitude Toward the Communist Party S
%, Very few Lithuanian pezsants belong to the Party; in the towns it is dif- .

ferent. In sowme iLastances the Bolshevists do compel towmspeople and

villagers such as ofiiclals or teachers to join the Tarty, but this is

not the general rule. Much depends upon the local Party Committee, Twven

when urgently pressed to join the Party, some can and do refuse to do soj

others join for reasons of opportunism. \ |no instance i:_'x 50X1-HUM
which someone has joined the Party as a means of protection, because in -
practice it is not a safeguard but may be quite the reverse. Inyone s‘

joining the Party of his own free will is generally regarded as a scoundrel .,
However, many good people have been forced to do so0. These people, evsn
though officially Bolshevists, say and do one thing but think otherwise.
For this reason some Farty members, including those uho occupy higher
positions, are regarded as good Lithuanians and true patriots. In the
final analysis, the attitude of Lithuanians toward Party men or people in
higher positions depends very much upon how they behave and whether or not
they have sold themeelves entirely to the Bolshevists,

Attitude Towards Poles, Latvians, and Tistonians

8., The attitude towards the Toles is still one of distrust, and they do not
went, any wniop with them. Lithuanisns are exiremely cautious in this respect
very definite assurances would be required before thelr distrust coul? be
overcome .,

9, lithuaniens would fight to the utmost to defend thelr eapital, Vilnius.
They would alse do everybhing possible to defend their 1920 frontiers, and
they feel just as strongly about their Baltlc seaport of Klaipeda as aboul
Vilnius, Similarly,they would be ready to move into the new province in
East Prussia, the Soviet Kaliningrad area, which is called "Little Lithuania® .
There are many Lithvanian inhsbitante in the area.

10, The attitude toward FEstonians and Lsiviaens remains as friendly as ever;
close cooperation with them is resarded favorably and is entirely approved
by all, )

Party Politics and Political Trends

11. The former political parties are no longer popular. Political division on
party lines no longer exists. All the people went is independence. They
went a return to the former independent Lithuania, even though they Lnow
that 21l was not well under Smetona., The general trend mey be described as
national, The workers are also nationalistic, and do not feel that they form
a class separate from any other Lithuanians, Mationallsm predominates over
Catholicism, although religious feeling is stronger than it used to be,

1£. Their goals include improved conditions for everyone, worker or peasart. It

T
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is evident that in the event of liberation the peasants, who are now
suffering more than anrone else, would immediately return to their old
individual farms and take over their former properties, HNevertheless,

it ie generally recognized that a new land reform would be necessary

for a more equal division of lend among the peasants, reducing the
prsvious limit of 150 hectares (80 hectares in 1922) to 50 hectares, thus
providing more land for those whose farms were too small{5-10-15 hectares)
to support them and their families. The people also feel that some of the
Bolsheviet social refoims Such 2s free health service might well be retain-
ed, At preseni, hospital treatment for workers and peasants is fros, and
they would iike it to remain so in future.

13, The Bolshevist slogans of soecial equality leave the Lithuanians unmoved.,

The Bolshevists talk of there being no more lords now, but the people can

see that these have been replaced by new ones whe are of ordinary stock

and who have little knowledge about anything, :
I, The public knows little of what is hapvening smong Lithuanianes abroad, and party
polities or party differcnces are beyond their understending., No lLithuanian Y
newspaper published abroad reaches Lithuania except by chance, as was oace the .
case when a parcel came wrapped ln an old Iithuanian newspaper. It wes ’
cherished as something almost sacred, Cnly when Pravde writes in condemnation
of someone abroad do the people realize that he must be active and prcbably
doing something of value for the national cause. Thus, Pravda's articles
have an entirely differeint offect from the one intended. There is no ill-
feeling toward the refugees who leit the country in 1940 ~r 194i. The popular
belief is that they will return and, together with those who remained, rebuild
the new lithuania. .

15, The actual form of any futurs goveriment is not given muech thoughts the
predoininate feeling iz thet anything done should further the Lithuanian
cause. It is probable that official nztional figures now abroad might nave a -
greater followi: , and enjoy more coafidence than somecne who might be regarded
as only a party politician, On the other hand, the partisans huve always
theught that thsy alonz have the moral right to govern Lithmania in the future.
rather than those who stayed in safety abroad or lived qui-tly in the towns
and collaborated with the lceupation. Cther members of the public do not
shere these feelings. However, what the emigres have to offer on their return
will determine their position inithe scheme of things.

Gereral Idivi ondition:

16, Life in Lithuania is not completely intolerable, Material cunditions have been
considerably easier for everyone except the peasants since the currency reform.
The constaut sense of insscurity and fear cf deportation are the chlef causes
£ unrest., There is resignation to the fact that ons cannot 2awvoid deportations
1o one knows when it may be his turn or who will be next on the list.

17. People are silent and avoid tallking unless they are perfectly sure of one
another, Anyone who talks too muich or who criticizes the present system is
imnedistely suspected of being a provocateur, It is extremely difficult to
bribe aryone for any purpose because of this danger. One can never be sure
that the person spproached will not report to the militia, and then be
allowed by the security police to contimme the assocoation in order to £ind
out whera it jeads. This same caution also applies to any resistance
activities, There is the constant danger that a person approzsching a member
of the resistance is a provocateur sent by the militia. If such is the case,
the person contacted should report it to the militia in order to avoid sus-
picion, OUn the othsr hand if such persons are reported indiscriminately, an
innocent person may be betrayed,

by
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18, The partisans have ferbidden dancing in the villages, and there is little
moed fer it, Dance parties are arranged in the towns, but they are
attended mostly by Seoviets. The privileged class lives well and appeare
quite well dressed; theaters are full (4th row seats cost 4O rubles). The
rest go about their work patiently waiting for something to happen,

Mevement. ef the Pepulatien

19. The mavement of the pepulation fram the land te the teowns has been
censiderabls., Cellectivizatien and the new currency reforms have
contributed greatly te this situatien, since the peasants were mest
affected by them., Another contributing facter is that more money can
be earned in factories in the tewns than frem the land. Younger men
and girls seem particularly disposed to looking fer werk in the tewns.
Relatives of partisans are alse leaving their farms and going to the
towns to eacape depertation. They may avelid discevery if they are
careful and de not reveal the truth te their neighbers.

Depertatisns

20, Depertaticns have taken place once or twice a year; the last known were
in March and June 1949. Many small children died ef the celd in un=
heated cattle ‘car# ' during the deportations of February 1948. The
general estimate is that from 1944 to 1949 about 100,000 people
"were deported. The deportations in 1949 (approximately 20,000) were
smaller than the infamous devortations "ef ( June 1941. Exact cal-
culation of the nurber deported is difficult because no definite pattern
seems te¢ be followed. Feople are deported from different areas at
different times. The districts most affected were those where the
partisan movement was strongest and most active, Fer example, in the
Prienai district whole villages were cleared out, while elsewhere per-
haps only twe er three persons were deperted.

2L. All classes are subject te deportatien: peasants, werkers, officials,
and professers. In later years, particularly in 1948 and 1949, those
affected were mostly the farmers who had shown reluctance te Jein the
cellective farms. Mere presperous farmers, relatives of partisans, and
members ¢f the undergrsund movement were and still are more likely te
be deperted than anyone else.

22, VWhen pesple are deporited from Lithuanis, in or areund Minsk the windewsz
and desrs ef the trains are epened and large inscriptiens such as
“Velunteers for hussia" are put en the rail cars. The departees are
taken te Siberia; apparently therelare ne groups of Lithuanian naticnals
elsewhere in the USSR, In Siberia, they are Lrought iegether in the
Mtai regien, where they live in groeups en collective farms. De-
psrtees who are not sentenced te forced laber are sometimes able te eor-
ganize their lives frirly decently; seme ceuld return to Lithuania
if they could raise the money. Others whe have returned are living
there illegally, and censecuently are faced with the preblem of cen-
cealing their identi%y.

-

B )

SECRET/CONTRCL US CFFICIALS ONLY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/22 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007600020005-0



F -

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/22 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007600020005-0 jpm

by

2,

2‘(’3 R

2 .

sodeie KA GUNEIEH =U ol LEFLULALS UMY

- CINTAAL INTTLLIGUNCE ATRACY

Conditions experlienced by deportees sentenced to forced labor in remote

camps are extremely difficult, but they sre permitted to write home and

to receive parcels. .fter August 1949, treatment of prisoners seemed to

improve. The Lithuanizns believed this to be the result of the campaipn

abroad agsinst the Soviet system of concentration camps and forced labor.
Deportees! letters told of better accommodationz and food, and even that

prisoners were startinz to recelve pay, The following are examples of 50X1-HUM
improved conditions:

a. A sentence ? rced labor,‘ ‘
was working at a "hite Sea port loading 50X1-HUM
- 3 wife, with a friend who acted as an
interprster, to visit him. Conditions were quite tolerable. The men
worked eight hours per day. Two people were assisned to a room; they
even had beds with sheets.

b. 4 man sentenced to 15 years' forced labor wrote that he was ill.
After five years, he wrote agasin that he had been released from the
caap and was permitted to move about freely; however,he had to report
every day to the militia and was not alloi'ed to leave the town.

Trisls

There have been some public trizles of partisans in Kaunas, Vilnivs, Alytus,

and Petrasiunai. These partisans, mostly peasant youths, were sentenced

%o death, After the death sentence was abolished, most of the partisans

and resistance nembers received sentences of 25 years! forced labor. The

death sentence was reintroduced in 1950. "

Soviets in Iithuania

There zre no oviet colonists in the provinces, and it has not been possible
for any of them to settle down on farms Formerly belonging to Lithuanians
because of the immediate action taven apninat them by the partisans, In most .
instances Soviet peasants scitliec only on the wtase ~licctins faris .uwshosv .
Most of the Soviets seen in the small villages are members of the militia,
seeurity polic.. officlals, or are attached to a troop contingent.

The ststiommasters sl ithe larger railrozd stations are Sovietss bui af

smaller ones, such as Jonave, Amalizi, and Palemonas, they are Lithuanians,
Yinor reilway officials are Lithuanians.

There are 3oviet workers in the factoriee, especinliy women, w.o have Laen
attracted to Lithuania by betler Xiringz corditions, They aie permitted
tc enter the country and to remain tuere.

The Soviets form a privileged zroup of officials, party officers, and sikilled
workers. In principle, the Soviets have no special privileges, but actually,
in offices and [sctories where the directors or managers are Soviets, Joviet
workers do get preferent.al treataent, In instances where the senior admin-
istrative or industrial post is ©£ill held by a lithuanian, his deputy is
always a Coviet who actually has much greater power than his superior,

Joviets in L he universities zre usually the professors on poiitical subjects,
such as Merxism-lerinism. The Kussian lansmage is taught in all schoois,
five hours a week in the elementary schools, and six hours 2 week in the
secondary or high schosls. HNevertheless, it is not nece=sary in Lithuania
for everyone to know or understand ‘he lansuage; people in the provinces

who do speak Russisn pretend nof to understand it. On “he whole, however,

e

SECRET/CONTACL-U.S. OPFICIALS OBIY

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/22 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007600020005-0



I A L‘lUM

- ENY 1
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/22 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007600020005-0

-~

L

320

33,

<Rl kS WUNETUL=U L . UFFLGIALS ONLY

v CTHTHAAL INTVLLTIGINGT. AGEN

it cannot be denied that Sovietization is slowly progressing,

Communist Indoetrination -
Harxist-leninist propaganda is preszched to the people constantly, It is

even one of the subjects taught in the Kzunas Catholic Theological Seminary,

where there were some 40 seminarians in 1949,

All doctors who received diplomas before Lithuania lost its independence
have been obliged to exchange them for new ones iscued by the Soviete after
passing examinations in Marxism-Leninism, Afterward, they were still obliged
to attend a twe-year course at g Yarxist~-Leninist Institute,

Theatrical productions are all concerned with proraganda, and there are
theatrical companies of young people, such as the “Sniegute® {Snow “hitel,
who viait villsges and conduct anti-American propaganda by pubting on shous
depicting the miserable 1life of negroes in the United “tates,

Propazars to recruit members for the Monsers or the Commmniet Youth
movement was started in the schools in 1948-49. Children are reluctant to
Joln the Fioneers, and when children do belong to the orzanizati-n it is
usually an indication that the parents are Communists., It sometimes happer .
hovever, that a whole class in a school is recorded as having joined the
Ploneers; but this may be done for propagenda purposes even though everyone
has not actually taken the oath., is a rule, the oath is administered by
netitbers of the Communist Youth, The Sovietization of Lithuanian youth is
not complete; at one high school,; for examnle, only 25 out of 40O pupils
belonged to the Comwmist Youth in 1950,

Forelen Broadcasts

It is not offieially forbidden to listen to foreign broadeasts, but one
does not talk about them, except to very pood friends., 4 six-'tubs . radia
set costs =boul 800 rubles; good ones are m=de in Riga, Sets must be rege-
istered at the post office, and Yearly fees paid, In 1945, all sets were
ordered to be brought to designated collecting points., Many people hig
theirs and did not corply, Permission to own sets was officially granted
in the swmner of 1947. &% th:h %imm o saeand raquest was me’e for vactobree
wion of sets; Lake time uost peopls complied.Those who retained their gote
without registering them 4 who tried to do 80 now would find themszlves
in trouble or incur a fine, The people are discourzged because there ave
no broadcasks from abroad in Lithmanian,
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